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pretty good buddies with
chneidef (aka Bo Duke), and
featured the, ,General Lee

: pc$i and is more mind-blowing than
Whything the Duke boys would have

'ffi *4iver dreamed of.
This Charger was the last of the

four General Lee clones John built last
year. Originally a 383 powered
Arizona car, the Charger had an ultra

body and proved itself a fun and
mdable driver. But, John knew
if he was going to be truly happy,

r  c lones he bui l t  in our
ber, 1998, issue. The '69

er played a big part in John's
He currently owns no less

four '68 and '69 Chargers,
ing a triple black 440, 4

Our featured machine is current-
as "Bo's Hemi General

he'd
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,by Ranfi H0lden photos by Randy Harmon
alwnys tliou-slht about cloing - build a Henri
poricrcd Genelal [ .ee.

Init ial ly. John planned to drop in a Mopar'
l)crfirrnrancc -12(r cratc Hemi. But. before he
coulcl gct thc chcckhook out, a twist of l : l te
hrou-uhl lr inr rcross thr- palh of John Armzza ol '
Arruz-zl Pcl lornrance. Oncc An'uzzir tolt l  hini
thcy coLr l r l  bui l t l  an alurr inurrr  hclrdct l  5I  l "  stro-
kcr l : l t -nri  thut woulcl lun circlcs around l  MP
-126". iob. ancl clo i t  i l t  a L:onrparable price, John
cl idn't  ncc'cl  rnuch morc convincing. Workrng
r'" i th thc cri tcl i i r  that thc l lcrrr i  hud to bc ciepencl-
lblc. ch' ivcablc. und lrblc to get along or1 punrp
gas. ArrLtzz.a sot about bui lding thc bcast.

I lvclvt lr ing ccntcrs on iL I tcu MP I lcrrr i
blocl i  with i l  st iurdard borc. A Call ics l i r l l  radius
-1" stroker criul l \  \ \ \  i rrgs I iuglc rods rncl Wiscco
custorl . l  prcnriurrr lo|getl  l t is l()n\.  A . l l ' ]
l )cr l i rrnrtncc hi l lct t i rrr irrg scl hooLs lo u ( ' i tnr lr

f  'urns custoln groLrncl .-5.17 I i l i  2;16 dulut ion canr.
The hclds arc Mopal Pcrt irrmance ulu-

rninunr units lc* 'olkccl by Arnrzza rvith larger
ports untl  i r  conlpcti t ior l  i  i r lvc. iotr.  Manlcy stain-
' lcss valr"cs urc hclr l  i rr  chcck with C'onl l)  Ci lnls
valvc springs. Stl inlcss stccl r() l lcr rockcr arrns
with Clarre aci. iustcrs lcside on Mopar'

Perfirnrrance rocker shafis. Clustont rnadc Snrith
Brothers Chrorrrcrnoly pushrods reside in Cranc
irnt i  punl l)  up l i l ' tcrs.

Thc intirkc is irn Alluzzit nroclilled Stlcct
Herni r lurninunr piccc. Toppirtg everything of l '
arc a pail ol' 7-50 cl'nr (laltcr- carbs. Thc flnal
courpressiorr  nr t iocontcs in at  10.26:1.  Thc5l  l "
nlonstef pr-orluccs o'" 'cr 5(X) holses artd. just ovcr
(d)0 pounds ol tortluc!

Arnrzza hui l l  l  bul lctplool '  TrrrqucFli tc
transmission t i l led with -fulho Acl ir i t . t  internals k)
back thc hcrr i  up. Thc r l l i rcshl l i  is a Dyrrotcch
l)cdirrnrancc unit.  Thc -3.-5.1 gcalct l  I) l rnu (r0 r 'clrr
was bui l t  by rrorrc ()thcr thi"ur l- lcrb Mc('urdlcssl

The lvhole puckage cl lr le togclhcf i l t
[)anicl 's Gtxrclyciu ' l ' i rc ir t  ' fhousand Oaks. C'A.
u,hich is orvncd bv l  l l ' ienrl  o1'. lohn's and nlt in-
ta ins his olc l  cur-  l lcc l .

Oncc the brrgs u,crc r i  olkci l  oul.  the
(' l targcr 's pcrl ir lnr irrrcc w:rs nr()rc lhlur . lolrn hacl
duretl  hopc l ix ' .  l )rr ing l  reccnl 1r ' ip t() l  l l icncl 's
housc in Las Vegas. . lohn iook t l rc I Icrrr i  ( icnclal

lukng ancl  d ic l  hat t le wi th his l l icncl 's  Vipcr!  The
big ( 'har' lcr outnrrr l l rc Vipcl ovcl and or cr- lgain
al l  wcckcncl long! [rr r  straighl l ine . thc bis l{erni
put u hur-1in'on l .he V-10 roadstcl l

What sr-rrpriscd John most is the car's dri',,
reability. John tells us, "Literally. rny wif'e can
get in this thing antl so k) the grocery store
clepcndably. l t  i t l lcs great ancl thc kids krve i t .
'fhis is thc rrost rcliable first car I've evcl had",
'fhat's saying u krl coming frorn a guy tltat's had
l-anrborghinis antl  a host of 'othcl cxotic " l l rand

X" ir-on in the garage bclbre.
I ron icl I I v. t hc bcl tcr-t han-r:xpc:cted pcrli)f -

n'urncc ol thc Flcrrr i  wi l l  l ikcly lcacl to thc clernise
ol thc ( icrrclal L.cc-slylc pl int.  . f t)hn want$ tn
drivc thc cul rcgularly. lnd irr this pait t t ,  the cat ' 's
t lulnct l  corrspicuorls! . lusl gctt ing. ()ut ot thc dri-
vcwut uithotrt  dlawirrg a ctorvt l  is hard to do.
Who u arrts thirt r.vith a sc-nri-cLril), drivcr"l

( 'urrcnl pl lns eal l  l i rr  thc Ccncral [ ,cc print
to t l isappclr altcr lhis show scasott.  Ncsl vcar.
I lo 's I l r - r r r i  ( icrrcr : r l  r i i l l  bc r lcal ing lct l  p i t i r r t
wrth a bluck r  i r r r  I  lop lnt l  l l / ' f  g l i rphics.  Thcn
.lol.n lrnt l  l lnr i l l  u i l l  be uble lo cr.rr isc sott l l ' tctt t
C--al i l i r ln ia rv i thoul  th lcc l tut t r l tc t l  I )ukcs ol '
l* t t . t l rcl  Iarrs chltsirtg uItcl  thcrtt !

l rn joy' lookinu at [Jo's l lcuri  Cicnet 'al l .ce:
whilc you ci[r .  col l le next ycar. rt ' l l  bc . lOhn's
Hcmi R/l' clonc. ['.ither wily. this gootl olcl btty
hasi declared this one a "keegBr"! E
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